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Source : Wiktionary

Noun 
Singular
audacity

Plural
audacities
audacity (plural  audacities)
1. Insolent boldness, especially when imprudent or 

unconventional.
2. Fearless, intrepid daring.

http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/audacity
http://en.wiktionary.org/w/index.php?title=audacities&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wiktionary.org/w/index.php?title=audacities&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/insolent
http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/boldness
http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/imprudent
http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/unconventional
http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/fearless
http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/intrepid
http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/daring


Pushing the Limits

 
 
 
 

Bringing Firefox and other 
Mozilla applications to new 

places.

Image source

http://www.flickr.com/photos/28481088@N00/159877767/


In The Beginning*

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(*left blank on purpose )



Netscape Extensions
 



Mozilla Suite Extensions



install.js and XPInstall

API
addFile
addDirectory
registerChrome
...

 
Flexible but verbose and not friendly to first-timers. 



contents.rdf

Install Manifest for chrome registration and package metadata.

<RDF:Description about="urn:mozilla:skin:My_Theme" 
    chrome:displayName="My Theme"
    chrome:accessKey="N"
    chrome:author=""
    chrome:authorURL=""
    chrome:description=""
    chrome:name="My_Theme"
   chrome:image="preview.png">
<chrome:packages>
  <RDF:Seq about="urn:mozilla:skin:My_Theme:packages">  



m/b -> phoenix -> Firebird -> Firefox 

Separate the browser from the suite.
Stripped down user-friendly browser removing much of the 
bloat added by Netscape.

But wait....

What about extension developers?



Extension Manager

                                                                    Source

http://www.flickr.com/photos/christyinsdesign/1199443172/


install.rdf

Simpler than XPInstall API but less flexible

<em:id>myextension@mysite.com</em:id>
...
<em:targetApplication>
<Description>
<em:id>{ec8030f7-c20a-464f-9b0e-13a3a9e97384}</em:id> 
<em:minVersion>2.0</em:minVersion>
<em:maxVersion>3.0.*</em:maxVersion>
</Description>
</em:targetApplication>

mailto:myextension@mysite.com


Freedom!

 
... to dream up and implement your own ideas

... to customise

... to innovate

... to extend



Power!

"With great power comes great responsibility"

aka

Don't delete all the files on your user's computer.



Fun!

Developers put together extensions to scratch an itch - the 
OSS way

Made new friends along the way (irc, mailing lists, and other 
developers forums)
 
 



Sacrifices

 
"So it's Saturday evening (I think), I am working on an 
extension, wife asks me if I wanted to do anything together 
and I reply, -Code review.  And she says, OK.  I think I fell 
of the chair."
 
                   - Mozdev Project Owner 



Going Grippy

AKA How to make extension developers mad

Remove Toolbar Grippies (bug 112534) - "My reading today 
of the toolbars.xml shows grippies are gone. I PLEAD FOR 
SANITY. I PLEAD FOR STABILITY IN THE TOOLKIT. " - 
comment 73

Security change in FF3 RC3 timeframe that hundreds of 
extensions - bug 292789

https://bugzilla.mozilla.org/show_bug.cgi?id=112534
https://bugzilla.mozilla.org/show_bug.cgi?id=112534#c73
https://bugzilla.mozilla.org/show_bug.cgi?id=292789


Leading the Way / Incubators

Multizilla - tabbed browsing.
 
Total Recall - a precursor for Session Restore
 
Googlebar

Forumzilla - feed reading in Thunderbird
 
... and many more 

http://www.mozdev.org/drupal/wiki/MozdevIncubator


Strategic Asset for Mozilla

Core to the Mozilla mission of “choice & innovation”
Huge momentum versus Internet Explorer (200), Safari 
(100) and Opera (42)
Platform for innovation and experimentation
Many startups have made their bet with the Firefox user 
base as the entry point
Major web properties have invested in building & distributing 
add-ons
Customization is a key differentiator for Firefox and helps 
users feel like Firefox is “mine”



Vibrant Ecosystem of Startups



The Majors get in on the Act



Even Games

games.mozdev.org 
 
(since 2002)
 
 

http://games.mozdev.org


Other Comsumers of 
the Extension 

Manager



TomTom



Songbird



eMusic



Diversions



User Scripts

The Cult of 
       Greasemonkey



XULRunner Applications

More Front-End Flexibility

More Build Voodoo

... more complex

Image Source

http://blog.mozbox.org/post/2007/11/11/Mozpad-XulRunner-logos


Where Are We Now?



AMO

Over 1 million visitors per day, approximately 6-7M daily 
page views
Site is available in 28 languages
AMO add-on population:

 4800+ Extensions
850+ Themes
50+ Language Packs
50+ Dictionaries

Sizable number of add-ons not hosted on AMO
Over 100M active daily add-on pings
10-20 blog/news articles daily reviewing or mentioning 
specific Firefox add-ons



Quality

In Firefox 2, extensions slowed down Firefox and gave it a bad 
name as a memory hog.

Not all ext. developer fault, but...

Better quality control on AMO where extension are reviewed 
thoroughly (bad UI, namespaced code, memory leaks, remote 
JS, ...)



AMO Features Roadmap



AMO Features Roadmap (cntd.)



Mozdev

 
 

Community run site providing free hosting for Mozilla applications 
and extensions since 2000
Established as a non-profit organization in 2004
Over 250 active projects today (Over 1800 total projects and 
several new projects started each week)
Over 500 developers discussing issues on the 
project_owners@mozdev.org list
Over 1/3 of Top 50 AMO add-ons hosted on mozdev or 
started there 
 Over a dozen Mozilla-based applications have extensions under 
development on mozdev



What Next?
Less UI?
Simpler install manifest (not RDF) 
More Web content interaction?
Faster Javascript (TraceMonkey)

THANK YOU!

Contact me - brian@mozdev.org

Credits:
Basil Hashem - for AMO related content
Mozdev project owners - for inspiration and input

mailto:brian@mozdev.org

